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Delivered in the Senate, February 17, 1853; on the lull

lor the protection of the eini|j mil route, and a tele
graphic line, and for an overland mail, between the
Missouri river and the settlement! in California and
Oregon.
Mr. SMITH said:
Mr. Pkesioent: I do not know but that this subject

has already been sufficiently discussed to enlighten the
deliberations of the Senate, and to conduct 114 to such re¬
sults as shall accord with the public interest. 1 am it

strong friend of this measure, and do not intend it shall
be killed off by unnecessary or protracted debate. It,
therefore, the Senate will indicate a desire to bring the
question at once to the tejt of a vote, 1 will resume my
neat.
Mr. GWIN Agreed let us have a vote.
Mr. COOPER. I desire to address the Senate on the

subject, and cannot couseut to forego the privileges of the
floor.

Several Senators, to Mr. Smith Go on I go on I
Mr. SMITH. I must, then, tlnow myself on theinduU

fence of the Senate in submitting a few remarks, which
trust will be accorded to me, if for no other reason, in

consideration ot the fact thut 1 seldom obtrude myself on
the notice of this body, and never except to discuss some
matter of practical importance. 1 have taken no part
in the discussion of a variety of questions which have
been raised here touching our foreign relations, and
which have occupied a large portion of our time during
the present session, to the exclusion of this and other
matters deeply concerning the wellare of the American
people. But though we are brought very late to an ex-
animation of this bill, 1 hope enough of time and oppor-
tunity remains to enable us to make an enlightened and
proper disposition of the question before us. And what,
sir, is that question I Is it whether we shall now adopt
a measure commended to our confidence by the delib¬
erations of some ot the ablest and most experienced mem¬
bers of this body.

1 confess, Mr. President, 1 have concluded, contrary
to my first impression, that it is my duty to acquiesce in
the result of those deliberations, and to give the bill be¬
fore us, with slight exceptions my cordial support. It in
true t did, very early in the debate, express the opinion
that it would be impracticable, during the present short
session, so to arrange and settle the general plan and de¬
tails of a bill as that it would command the support of
tbe two houses of Congress. I therefore insisted that
nothing more could be done than to make provision for
such surveys and explorations as would be required for a

proper and just appreciation of the subject by the next
Congress. l>ut the select committee, at the head of which
my honorable and excellent friend, the senator from Tex
at, [Mr. iiusK,^ has been placed, has satisfied me that
was mistaken. They have brought helore us a bill which
seems to me to have been well considered, and to be sub-
stantially right, both,111 its general plan and details. 1
am, therefore, for pressing this bill to a vote; I am lor
taking the judgment of the Senate on the subject, and let
those incur the resjtonsibiliiy who would defeat the meas-
ure and postpone even the commencement of this work
for two years longer. Be it remembered, if we do not act
now.no bill can be got through the next Congress until
July or August, ls54, and that little or nothing can be
done to advance the measure until the spring ol 160.').
Hence, sir, I rejoice at the success of tbe committee, arid
1 desire to proffer to them my cordial thanks for their in-
d«fatigable labors. If nothing is now done on this im¬
portant subject, no one can think of laying the blame at
their door.

I repeat, Mr. President, 1 consider this bill substantially
right. I do not mean that either the general plan or de¬
tails are such as 1 would have proposed. I suppose if
every honorable member were to be charged with a sub¬
ject like this, susceptible of an infinite variety of plans
and details, each would adopt a measure having a spe¬
cific character, and differing Irom that of every other
member. If we are to wait until every member has be¬
fore bim exactly the scheme he would prefer, we should
wait until tbe end of lime. I feel myself under an obli-
gation to lay aside my preferences ana my notions of what
would be best in dealing with such a subject. If I can
find in the bill a plan that is practicable, and which does
not compromit any great public interest, or violate any
fundamental principle, it will be enough for me. i shall
feel it to be my duty to accord to it my support.
And what, Mr. President, is the object contemplated

bv this bill, and what is the scheme by which that object
is to be reached ( The former is one of the mosi mug-
nificent which could be proposal to an American Senate,
being no le*s than the es'ablmhinent of a lailroad anil
telegraphic communication between the navigable water*
of tbe Missis-ippi river, or one ol Ms tributaries, and
those of the Pacific coast, and this, too, wholly within
oar own territory.an enterprise of vast magnitude,
which, when accomplished, cannot fail to produce results
ol infinite cop sequence to ourselves and to the world
Tbe scheme is a moderate one. It does not involve an

appropriation ol any considerable amount of the public
treasure, and certainly no part of the public domain now
of much value, and yet it holds out such encouraireinenN
for tbe investment of private capital, and the enlisiinent
of private enterprise, ss to make the execution of the
work, within a reasonable period, morally certain. The
bill sets aside #ao,000,000 for this work, to he advanced
as it progresecM, and grants in the Slates alternate sec¬
tions of the public lands, on each side of the road, for six
miles 1a width, and in the Territories for tweive miles
in width. It mikes it the duty of the President, after
obtaining the requisite information, to fix the termini and
general course 01 the road, ami then dtiects him io enter
mtoa contract, after public notice, with the lowest bid¬
ders, for the construction of the road and telegraphic line,
with regulations and details which need not be s|>ecifiedI he contractors are to own the road and line, and to levytolls subject to the supervision and control of Congress
to a certain extent, and are to surrender them uii to the
United Slates at the end of thirty years, should Congress
so select, on terms which would seem to be equitableand just. It the mean time they are to be subjected to
.uch burdens by the tree transportation of the mails, and
ths officers, troops, and property of the United State*, as
are likely, in course ol thirty years, to be more than an

auivalent for the money advanced and the land granted
le bill also confers on the contractors Corp rale, lowers,

which would seem to be quite important, 11 not mdispm
sable, to a proper execution of the contract, the conve-
nience of the imrties, and tbe salety of tfie capital to be
advanced by them.
To Ihia hill the honorable senator from Pennsylvania

[Mr HaooHKAD] haa |iropoaed an amendmen', the onlyeffect of which will he lo adjourn over the whole project
for an indefinite period. He more* to atrike out the en¬
acting clause, and to auhatitute a proviaion for auch cx-
plorationa and aurveya, hy and under the direction of the
Secretary of War, a* he may derm adviaable to aacertain
the moat practicable and economical route for a railroad
from the Miaaiasippi to thel'acihc; and alao a further
proviaion a«thorixing and requiring the Secretary to re¬
ceive proposal* from individual* or association*. for the
conaHnction of the road, to be laid before Congress at ita
neit aeaaion
Thia amendment, Mr Preaident, will, if adopted, he in

¦uhatanee a rejection of the bill, and a repudiation of the
lahoraof the committee It la certain that il we are to
hare a thorough exploration and anrvey of all the van-
oua routea, and the coata of each precisely ascertained ao
that we may determine which lathe moat practicable and
t-conomical, aa an indiapensable preliminary to the action
of Congreaa, the work cannot We commenced in many
yaars.
The honorable aenalor would aeem to contemplate a

survey of all poeaible rontea, and of all possible modift-
cationa of each route, for in no other way can the que*
t»in of comparative |>racticability and economy be settled
. M rour*» he mnat cause a survey to be made by way of
the South P»*« to the navigable watera of the Columbia,il not to I'ticef* Sound, and then, alao, by the same |iaa«,to San Francisco He muat cauae a survey to he made,by way of New Mexico and Walkei'a I'aae, to the Pa¬
cific and then he must take up each of the«e general
routea, and examine all the varioua modittcationa which
may be sti«e*tcd 11muat alao ascertain what ia thenumber of aquare yaida of embankment', excavationa,and maaonry, which would be required on each route, to¬
gether with the coat of vudaela, depota, and othsr atruc-
tnrea inttiepenaable to the proper working of a railroadHe wrtuld be obliged to organise several corpa of engineera, and employ them on different paria nf the work,and each would have to he protected by detachmenla frarnthe army How Ion* would it take to execute soch awork, and what amount of expenditure would he re¬quired f

Fortunately, we have the light* of eiperienea to guide
ua On the ;(0th of May next it will be four year* since
we commenced rannint the boundary between the UnitedStatea and Meiico. in conformity with the treaty of (iua
dalape Hidalgo. The work haa not been finiahed to thia
day, and haa coat na hall a million of dollara, and yet at
leaat on* half of that boundary conaiaitd of rivera , and
with reflect to the other half we had nothing to do hut
to draw a line from point to point on the surface of the

earth, and mark it by suitable monument.-). How infinite¬
ly more vast is the undertaking pro|K>sed by the honorable
collator ! K.-tnnutes tit embankincuts, excavation*, ma¬

sonry, and other matters appertainiiy to a railroad, would
be found to be quite a different affair 11 out merely sell hint
a line, as in the case of the United Nates and Mexico. I
venly believe the surveys thai would lie necessary to en¬
able Congress lo determine winch is the most practicable
anil inosi economical route would require more tune and
a larger expenditure of money than the construction of
the road itself.

Hut the honorable senator [Mr. Bhoiihkxd] requiresthe Secretary of War to recerve proposals lor the con¬
struction of a road from the valley of the Mississippi to
the Pacific ocean, and to lay them before Congress at the
next session. How can proposals be made when the
honorable senator does not condescend to inform us how,
when, or where tins road is to be constructed I He does
not say whether it is to be a road to the Columbia river
or to San Francisco, or, if to the latter point, whether it
slifill have its course through the South l'ass or by New
Mexico.whether its eastern terminus shall he on the
Mississippi or at some point in the western bout dary of
Arkansas, Missouri, or Iowa.whether it is to be a road
with a single or double track, nor whether it shall he
finished in five years or tweni>-live. The ideti of gelling
airy valuable information for the guidance of Congress
in this strange way cannot of course be senously enter¬
tained by one ho eminently practical as the honorable
mover. Without intending any disrespect to the senator,
1 have to say I consider his proposition a mere svasion of
the question before us. 1 think it would he better to re¬
ject the bill at once than to adopt a measure so utterly
futile and impracticable. 1 understood him to avow, with
a commendable frankness, thai his object is to defe.it the
bill; but I think it would be more manly and more states¬
manlike to defeat it by a direct and positive uegation,
rather than by a substitution which on its face amounts
to nothing, and can come to nothing.
Without dwelling any further on the substitute which

has been offered by the honorable and very worthy sen
ator from Pennsylvania, I proceed to say that there are
three different methods which can be adopted to provide
for the construction of this work. The first is to make it
exclusively a government work, to be executed by the
national executive, in conformity with the directions ol
Congress, und at the proper cost of the national treasury.
It i» believe.! that great auvautage* would attend this plan,
provided the contiact system be adopted, and the con
iractois be compensated in part out of the public domain,
f'he contract system would, in my judgment, he indis¬
pensable to a proper economy. If it were executed after
the fashion of the Cumberland road, I do not hesitate
to say it would cost three or four tunes as much as it
ought to cost. But by letting the road out in sections to
the lowest bidders, I iv"^pose the outlay could be brought
within reasonable limits, and would not greatly exceed!
the cost of roads constructed by priva'u enterprise ami
capital in vurious parts of the country. If, then, we
were to add compensation in part from the public do¬
main, in the usual manner, the requisitions on the
treasury would be rcduced so low (hat they could be
promptly met without serious inconvenience to anybranch of the public service. But this scheme is not
now belore us. and therefore 1 need not dwell on it
further.
A second method would be to make the construction ol

the road exclusively a private uiideiluking, and to put
the woik into the hands ot such citizens as may he dis¬
posed to furnish the re«iu'file capital, and would execute
the work on the most favorable terms for the public,
leaving it to their own ragacity and sense of interest to
fix lis tetinini and general course, together with all the
details ot location, making them such compensation in
land, or money, or both, as maybe deeintd adequate,
lust, and equitable. It is safe to Kiy that whatever would
be best for the stockholders in respect to the location
and general course ot the road would be ouite likely,
nay, morally certain, to accord with the public interests
The sagacity and shrewdness of private enterprise would
be no uunale arbiter of questions which it might be diffi¬
cult to settle in the two houses of Congress.
The third method is the one which we have before us;

it is the intermediate method, when governmental con¬
trol and capital u combined to some extent with individ¬
ual control arid capital. The government is to fix the
termini of the road, and its general coarse throughout,
and the details ot location ana execution of tbe work are
to be confided to such citizens as may he disposed to tur-
ni«h the capital requisite tor the consummation of tins
,ireat enterprise. 1 need not, Mr. President, enter into a
cuinpaiieun of these three methods. The honorable com¬
mittee have seen hi to adopt the last, and 1 can see no
superior advantages in either of the two former to induce
ine to reject the latter. 1 therefore have made up my
mind to support it.

But there sre some objections which have been made
to ttin plan, which I wish to notice briefly. They have
been examined, and as 1 humbly conceive reluted with
signal ability by my honorable and excellent friend, the
senator froin Tennessee, [Mr. Bell,] who has just re¬
turned hi* neat.

It has keen asserted by honorable senators, and am >ng
others the honorable senotor fro*) South Carolina, [MrButlek,] to whose opinions I have ever been disposedto listen with deference and respect, that this bill pro-
j>oses to footer on the Executive, or the chief ot the in¬
coming administration, a power which is unprecedented
in the history of the country. 1 tully admit the extent
and inaguitude of the power proposed to be coaferred
To fix the termini ol this road, and 10 lay down or estab¬
lish its general course is to decide questions which deep
ly concern the welfare of the whole country and yet I
cannot see how we can do better than to place ihe dispo
siiion of these questions in the hands of the Executive
I think we can do so, ander the circumstances of the
case, with safely and propnety.I am apprehensive, Mr. ('resident, that I shall be obliged
to pay a poor compliment to the two houses ot Congress,
for I am constrained to say, as the result of many years'
observation, that I have as much confidesee in Ihe impar¬
tiality, sound discretion, and high sense ot patriotism and
duty, of the President elect.nay, a good deal more than
I have in the collective judgment and wisdom of the two
tiouses of Congress I am not among those who share
the responsibility of his elevation to the presidency. I
supported, wnh whatever of effort 1 was capable of,
another citizen, who had rendered his country services
such ss no man now living can boast of, and who, I
thought, by his great experience, his generous and patri¬
otic course, his unspotted lite, and bis transcendent abili¬
ties, was entitled to till the chiel executive otfire. But
my wishes, my opinions, and my efforts, were overruled,
and, like a too.! citizen, I cheerfully acquiesce In the re
suit The President elect has received a high expressionof ihe confidence of his countrymen The North and the
South, the East and the West, supported turn with Unex¬
ampled unanimity, and it is my sincere desire that his ait-
ministration may be successful.nsay conduce lo the pros¬perity ot the American people, and lo the success of our
Iree system ot government. I shall oppose to that admin¬
istration no factious op|>osition, and shall be governed on
all occasioas by a proper sense ot right and of duty.
And what, alter all, is this fower to he vested in the

hanrfs ol the Executive, which some honorable senators
?eem to suppose so tremendous'? Why may we not confide
it to Ihe Kxecutive, and where is the hazard ' l>o we not
at every s«.«.ion appropriate (rom lorty to fifty millions of
dollars for various branches of the public service, and is
not the expenditure of these vast sums confided, in a greatdejree, to executive discretion and executive agency '

In the present insianra he will have only lo fix thetermini and general course of the proposed road; and
cominr, as tie does, from New England, from the remoteEast, his mind will be free from all bias, and in a condi¬
tion to disjiose of the question on lis true merits It
seems to be an assumption here that the President is tosettle this matter by I, is own unaided judgment; but it is not
so He will, in the first place, have the counsel and assist
ance of his cabinet, c<imposed of no lea* lhan "even citizen*ot Ihe country (I shall venture to presume) of high abilityand standing He Will also have the power to organize aboard of officers, if he shall he pleased to do so li will
be Ins duty to cause the surveys lobe made in adwnce,and to ob'ain all the requisce information to enable him',and those whom he may call to hia assistance, to deter¬
mine what should be done I desire to know whether
result', such as the President would be likely to arrive
a', with all the surveys and explorations before him, and
with the assistance ol his cahinet, and, as the case maybe, of a board of officers of distinguished ability, would
not be quite as likely to accord with the public interests
as any judgment we shall get from the two houses of
Congress ' I hope 1 shall not be considered out of order
when 1 say t!>at the two houses have reduced them-
selvee to such a stale that they are competent to do
little more than (iass the general appropriation hills,
and that they do after a sad fashion In the H >use

of Representatives, I believe, it is seldom in order to
do what should be done, and nearly the whole of the
public business there has to he transacted in violation of
the rules, or, in other words, by suspending ihem Here
we have no previousquestion, no means of closing a de
bate Hence nearly the whole of every session is occu¬

pied in discussing a few topics, and thqfe too frequently
of no practicsl imporlsnce, and much the larfrer propot
tion 'if ill* (.Harness before us w» are obliged to art on

without lieliate, or not act ou it at all^ W*. ''**e
ttS joliberty ol debate that we really have none a
^moat of the matters call...* lor thei actioi of -

whjtHence, after many weary months iu
itfi,jon, re-latieuce we can muster. lo never-endu r I ie»i»|a-tU teaching else than ^e ^«SStlion we find the moment at hand when

jlie closed. We then snatch up the
hurl then, through the |wo hou««. n uch »ab ^thrown out of a shovel. Nolln« >

bje membersor what they provide for, ul,lc;s ?h* l'c'
BM(1 ()ll Way*of the Committee oil biname othe Sen*

h lloand Mean* of the House, be eKept'on'.. «
g, Ul HllJwe witness of secretaries, cleiks,

Kxec-hom the two house*, and to and from each ^mive all in hot haste, lest th s or lliat app .»

should be lost by the "('*e'^off''jVnd explorations con-Now, suppose all the §urvey^ ana
.mi.y|Vaniateuiplated by the honora de "'»»«' J31 . ,.Nl,mated,should be made and all the d.ffe «.U

planned, and laid down on maps, (the' wVittea.) and thecontain the books which wouldI be wnuen^j bewhole of this vast amount °' 'lor"'
, t wou|d bepitched into the t^, hou^ ®l Congrw .

^^ ^ Bjb.[ecTwould 'receive a

should we not have > Would not tue < I >
policy, reinforced by tho« ^^^tlTole^he.ne ? In-

the President may c»u«e a location contrary to my |jreM«EEE£aS:»g||S5taken that will b« impoMioie. But Um 1(M a ro^a
how. whether North or bouth. B^e.,1believe^shall have a railroad within twenty-five years, between

sastKJSirttSsKrsISrs x.'!sss«M .»" .»» «. * ««* *»*

rwBaiS'Affia'i
. »c.«ts;xs:

lo comparison, and an accurate an i
lbiilBto he

a vast undertaking, one or two mi ion. ?J
the extreme^o wastewi^miHions in order to save on. or

With respect to the practicability of the wore,

Sierra ^eVada!* 'The'wMt'fnw «he Miwwijl ><> »*«

uavMlen but when'he' earned test Ui^eU-vat.on by thetraveller I »»
, himself, il I do not misrecollect thefijp. from .««>£.«« S^lfd'a \^Klroma,theImSi?Crr«... but

over that mountain is a matter of oui
. of' rt^toj. I'll IHilislsipll

m&ffij&emroust be decided either by Congress, or a, I JIthis bill, by the Kieeuiive.
0l th.lion requisite to a proper t.i po , )b A,could lie obtained in a single season, and the i

«n commence the construction of the road at a early
ilnv* Having determined on the point of depa
the re"rll course of the road, the surveys and estimates

will be nere-s.ry ordinarily to »>'r^on y.

I-s.name time, and in no oilier way c

! ri.l'f^ ^rnt^rue,i^ the r.^. in par,
will greatly facilitate survey* in advance.

If, for example, the President were lo decide lhal the
of departure should be at or near Independence,

AliMonri, and it we commence the cons-ruetion ami carry
ihe road forward, nay four hundred mile*, il la obvious
lhal this would aid e«*entully surreys for the next oae
hundred mile* Probably the coot ol such aurVey would
not be one-tenth part what it would be were the work
undeitak'n without the aid of ihe road Tne comhina-
tion, therefore, of ihe two operation", to some extent, is

indispensable to economy, if not practicability. And
what i* more, on the plan here advocated, the parties
who make the contract will hare to be at all the expense
nf these surrey* and estimate* in detail. Thejf need not
coat mis government one penny. All, therefore, we
.hould provide for. are such exploration' and surveys a*
would enable the Kiecutive so fix the termini and *en-
eral course of the road , and precise estiinatrs :inl calcu-
lations, such as are ordinarily laid before our State legis¬
latures in ca«es of this sort, are impracticable and unat-

'tamable The ca»e is a peculiar one; the object is to
coanect the two sides of a vast continent, and the inter-
mediate space i« a wilderne»s thronged with savages
Explorations and survey* are alike diificult and danger-
ons, and to apply to such a case the rules ordinarily ob-
served by our Mate legislatures is absurd ami ridiculous
f'he necessities of an undertaking so novel and unexam¬
pled will furnish lawa by which we ahottld regulate our
conduct.

I wish now, Mr President, to a«*'gn briefly the rei>.
sons by which, a» I conceive, the policy of this bill can
be vindicated ft is not pretended that either private citi¬
zens, or the authorities of the States through which the
mad must run in part, can undertake its construction.
The Stales have no power to act in the Territories, and
have not moreover resource* adequate to an enterpn«e
of such vaHi magnitude. The work, therefore, mii't be
exeruted by the authority ol Congress, and at the expense
ot the national treasury, at least In part, if it ie to be exe

cuted at all.
I have, then, to say, Mr. President, in the first place,

that the construction of this road will tend powerfully to

develop the internal resources of tne country It will
open a vast breadth of the public lands, now inaccessi¬
ble, to speedy settlement. It will also bring within our
graap the mineral wealth of the remote interior, particu¬
larly i* copper,and other metal* of great economic value,
to nothing of gold and silver It is well known
that there are in New Mexico, on the (tils river, exten¬
sive and very productive copper mines: and I was
informed, not long since, by an intelligent officer
of the United Stales army, ihat there are similar
mine* in northern Texas Whether the road will,
if constructed, take the direction of theee mine* I can-

not of course say; tint, iu any event, it i« highly proba¬ble that much would be gained lo Ibe country by tbe
mineral developments wbicli il would occasion wherever
located. 1 »ay nothing of the addition wbicli may possi-
bly be made to the inexhaustible supplies of the preciousmetals which we already enjoy. have, I couiass, some
serious inisg.vings in repaid t« this business of gold hunt¬
ing. I lear it is an avocation not exactly calculated to
induce those hulnta ol steadiness, sobriety, economy, and
self-denial, which are uiipoitaul to the well-being of so-

moderate gains. I indulge. however, no inconsiderable
hopes that the experience of the world will he reversed
in California, and that our citizens there will prove all
that the friends of free institutions could desire.

I insist, Mr. President, in the next place, that this road
will promote our internal trade and commerce Muchof
the surplus products of the agnculture of the countrywill be turned over this road lo California, and thus the
eastern markets will be relieved, and agriculture every¬
where benefited. If we could tind on the shores of the
Pacific a market for the products of even a few o! the
western State", it would he an immense benefit lo all sec¬
tions The great ditficulty with our agriculture is over¬

production. Any considerable surplus of any crop will
frequently cast down its aggregate value a hundred-fold
more than the value of the surplus itsell ; hence by taking
olffrotn our eastern maikets some portion ol the pressure
from tbe West, by opening a vent in the direction of the
Pacific, we shall confer an incalculable benefit on agii-
culture in every Part ot the Union. The good effect will
bi: as sensibly felt in Virginia and North Carolina aa m
Illinois and Missouri. It is believed, also, that the man¬
ufacturers of the eastern and middle States will Hud a
maiket for their labrics over this road. This will cer¬

tainly be true of the lighter articles, as in trade and busi¬
ness speed and time are olten the great elements, aud
will overiule all other considerations

I he construction of tins road will facilitate in a high
dej,roe intercommunication between the eastern and west¬
ern sides ol tbe continent, aud will save, to our people
much ol time, money, and life. A journey to ana from
California, by way ol the isthmus, cannot now be per¬
formed much, il any, short of two mouths, and the ex¬

penses amount to $5U0 at least. 1'tie hazards to life by
that route are considerable, but nothing in comparison
with those of the route direct across the continent. Thou¬
sands of our citizens hfcve been, committed to prematura
giaves, ill seeking new homes on the shores ol the Pa¬
cific, and evidences of mortality everywhere attend the
footstep) of tlie traveller from the eastern to tbe western
side ol the Hocky mountains. No doubt the saving to
the country by means ol this roail would in all these
forms be immense. The lives ol virtuous, intelligent,
aud upright ui izens are inappreciable, hut we can lorm
Mime idea of how much would be saved ol money and
ol lime, (which is said to be money,) when this road
nhall be constructed and the transit Irom tbe Mississippi
to tbe Pacific can be effected ill a Single week. It is not
loo much to s.^y thai the aggregate would amount annual¬
ly to six tier cent, interest on the whole capital requited
to b iild the load.
This measure, I again remark, will coutribute power¬

fully to the extension of our external trade and commerce,
it is difficult to form now an adequate conception ol the
effect which a well-constructed, well-appointed. aud
Well-managed railroad, connecting the waters ol the Mis-
sissipjM wiih those of the Pacific, would have on the
business lelations of the world It would probably cie

long result in a great commercial revolution, and make
ibe United Stales the thoroughfare of Europe in gor'g lo
aud from Cluna, and other oriental countries. its teml-
eucy to build up our commercial ein|iorium and to ad
vance it towards a supremacy, even in competition with
Loudon, would be great, and might prove decisive.
The road, when constructed, will enable us lo bring

into pubjection the^vild Indian tribes roaming over tbe
interior ol this continent, who have been lor years harass¬
ing tbe frontiers, particularly those of Texa*, and doing
infinite mischief there and elsewhere. We shall also by
such means find ourselves in a condition to fulfil our

treaty obligations lo Mexico in respect to these Indians,
to which we have hitherto paid luile attention. By the
eleventh article of the treaty of Guadalupe llulalgo we
have bound ourselves tn the most positive and peremp¬
tory manner to restrain forcibly the incursions of the
"aVAges from the United States into Mexico. I have be¬
fore me that article, end it was iny purpose lo read il to
the Senate, aud comment on It, as I do not believe hon¬
orable senatois are aware how stringent its terms are,
and bow high the obligations which we have assumed
to keep those Indians within our own borders; but I will
not do so, as 1 with lo bring my remarks to a conclusion
a* *01111 a* |K)Mible
This measure will greatly economize tbe administra-

lion of the Departments of War and General Post Office.
It will reduce the expenses of our army, particularly in
lite quaitermaitter and commissary'* ilepartmenta. The
cost* of tiantportation are now enormous. The troops
are largely employed far in the interior ol the continent,
many hundred mile* beyond any railroad or water com- )
iniinication, and all their supplies have to be dragged
after them at a fnghlfu! expense Tins cause has con-
tributed more than any other 10 swell the appropriation**
for the army to such an enormous amount. 1 intended to
have looked into the particulars, but 1 have not had lima
to do >0. No doubt the additions amount to several mil¬
lions annually, much, if not all, ol winch will be saved
by the construction of this road ; betide*, there will be a
meat saving in the transportation of the mail A semi¬

monthly mail to and from California now costs us about
one million of dollars per annum, which alone will pay
the interest on the (M0,0o0,000 to be advanced to promote
the road And then we are to have soon a weekly
mail, and it is not loo much to aay that the expenditure j
lor the mail service will for the next two jears run lip
togliMMgDUO per annum, not over one-third of which
will be reimburstrd in the form of postages. Heinle*, the
road will economize the mail service in California itself,
and it will expedite transportation both for the army
and General Post Office vastly, and thus much will
be gamed to both branches of the public service He it
temembered that the bill provides in express terms that
the company who may construct the road "shall nt all.
time*, and as often as required, transport on said
road, and eveiy part of the same, tbe mails, troniM, son-
men, officers ol tbe army and navy, officers and agent*
ol the government and of the Post Office Department
while on duty, arma, ammunition, munitions of war,
army and navy stores, funds, or properly belonging to
the United Slates, iree from all charges to ibe govern¬
ment, giving the United Stales at all times the prefer-
snce:" and it provides also for the free u<-n of the tele¬
graphic line by the Unilad Stales. [ do not hesi¬
tate, then, to conclude that in the Post Office Depart¬
ment we will save enough to pay tbe interest on the
amount to he advanced by tbe government, and more
than en )<i<b in the (juailennaster and commissary's dej
parimenl* to reimburse ihe principal long before the
bond* for #2 1,000^)1)0 will become due, if issued in con-

formity with ibis lull. Nothing i* inoie cer Bin than that
tins road and telegraph line need not cost the govern¬
ment one cent, while blessings and benefits will result
from tlieir construction in every way

Hut there are other advantage* which will accrue from
this great enterprise: Should the road take its course b>
the South I'ass and Salt I,ake, it will give a permanent
«iij remacy to our laws and constitotion inthat part of ihe
continent Nome have apprehended (1 trust without an>
sufficient reason) that a turbulent and insurrectionary
power is about to spring op there, which would ere long
.Mowe troublesome to fie country anu dangerous to its

l>e.ic,e It i« certain that a few thousand resolute men,
well-armed, ami planted in the very recesses of the Koekf
mountains, could not he reduced to subjection without
enormous sacriilc.es botli ot life and money. The neces¬

sity of any such sacrifices will be obviated by the eon-
struction of this road. Indeed its effect will be to es¬

tablish such intimate relations between the Salt l.ake dis¬
trict and other parts of the country a* to obviate all dan¬
ger of disloyal movements in that quarter, if any such
exist.

If, on the other hand, the rem should pas* through
New Mexico, other advantages will result, of little if
any less importance. It would in a short time work a

great moral, intellectual, and political revolution in that
unfortuna'e country ; or, in other words, it would Amer¬
icanize New Mexico. It appears from the report of Col.
Sumner, of the United States army, communicated to
Congress by the Secretary of War at the present session,
that the people there are hy idleness, ignorance, and vice
reduced to th» lowest stage of degradation and infamy.
He says :

"There is no pr*'>i»t>iitty of any change for ihe better
Twenty.flAjr yean heo<-e 'lit* Territory will be precisely
the sain* it It now. There never ran l>e any inducement
for any olatt of onr people fo eome here whose eiainple
wotilil improve tint people. Speculator*, adventurers, and
the like are all that will come, and their example is rather
j>«rnicu^« than lieneAcial.
"No civil government emanating from the government

of the United State* can be Maintained here without the
aid i t a military force .in l*et, without It* being virtually s

military government 1 do not iwlieve there W so intelli
gent man in tha Territory who is not at th<* present ttrne

Inliy Momtile of lhi» iruni All branches >.T this rivi! kov-
eiimett have equally failed.lb* executive lor want of pow¬
er, the judiciary Irom the t.ual in«-a pscity and want of prin
riple in juries, >ihI the legislative from want of knowledge.

a want ot identity wnb our institutions, and an extreme re
liielance to Impose taxes; loinucli so that they have aevai
boon provided the means to subsist prisoners, aud conse¬
quently lelons of all kludsare running at lame
"The New Mexicans ai« thoroughly debased, and totallyincapable ol tell government, and tlieie is no latent qualityabout them that can ever make liiem respectable citizens

They have more induiii I>I<h>. than Spanish, and are in
some respects belew the t'ueblo Indians, lor they are not at
honest or luduatrious In this remark 1 allude to the lowt r
classes.there are some educated gentlemen with respeota
bio families; about enough for magistrates and other olli
uial persons There is not much lnciease in the |K>|>ulaUon,
owing to their Kr»»s depravity 1 doubt if there is a tribe
of Indians ou tins continent who are more abandoned in
ih"ir commerce between the sexes than the great majority
of this people."
This is certuinlv u very dismal account of the slate of

things in New Mexico, but not more dismal than I be¬
lieve it to be truihlul.a state of things which will con¬
tinue to the end of time, utiles* we make the country ac¬
cessible to our people by a railroad. This would work a
speedy and a highly salutary revolution. But so long a*
New Mexico remains in her present situation, we shall
have a Handing commentary on the folly of acquiring so
remote it country, and of bringing under our jurisdiction
a people so truly wretched.

Hut, Mr. President, 1 now come to a consideration
which I deem of high importance, and which I would
urge on the particular attention of the Senate 1 main-
lain that the construction of this road is not only import¬
ant, but indispensable to the defence of our Pacific pos¬
sessions. It ik, 1 believe, within the constitutional com¬
petency of Congress to carry a road through even a State
lor this purpose. When the case is as urgent as the
present, we can vindicate the work precisely for the
reasons which would justify the erection of a for¬
tress to bar the entrance into the Bay of San Fran¬
cisco. it is not only the most effectual, but the cheap¬
est measure of defence which could be adopted. What is
the condition of the Pacific coant now, and what will it
continue to be withont a railroad ? Defenceless, perfect¬
ly defenceless. And if a war were to break out with any
leading European |K>wer, how long could we hold 'hose
possessions! Honorable gentlemen seem to be disposed
to assert here what they denominate the Monroe doc¬
trine, in such a manlier as would be very likely to lead to
a war. If you thus bring on a collision with Great Brit-
am ur France, what would become of San Francisco and
the other towns situated on the tiay of that name ? What
would become of your mint and your navy-yard? Sir,
that ha} is left in such a situation that a miserable priva¬
teer, with half a dozen guns, could enter it aud lay the
city of San Francisco under contribution; an inconsid¬
erable force could ravish the whole coast of California.
do not say they could conquer the State, but 1 do say

they could do infinite mischief. 1 want, therefore, to
hear no more of your Monroe doctrine until you have
made some provision for the defence of the Pacific coast.
I am lor adjourning over the doctrine.Tehuantepec and
all other topics of excitation.until this railroad can be
constructed. The latter wouid seem to me an indispensa¬
ble preliminary to the former. Place us in such a situation
that we can in one month throw filty thousand men on that
coast, and you may explode your Monroe doctrine in face
of all Europe, for aught I cure. We shall then be in a murh
better situation to defend than any enemy can be to assail.
II we have underrated the assailing force, the telegraph will
flash ll) telligence to Washington, and in ten days we
mn! the error by reinforcement. Indeed, the

el e of the road would obviate all danger ol
k by any other than a naval force. What European

power would think of sending an army to the Pacific,
when they knew that we coulu meet them with a fotce ol
len-fclld power by the agency of the proposed railroad i
To say that it is inexpedient or unconstitutional to pro¬
vide lor the emergencies ol war ny the means proposed is
the same thing us to assert that the defence of the coun¬

try is no part of the duty of this government. Congress
a few sessions since directed a dock.'iasmand railway, to
be constructed at the navy-yard in California. So that it
seeing we have a right to get our ships on to railways.
Why not our army?
But there are difficulties likely to result from a war

with one of the leading powers of Europe, other than
those already alluded lo. If we suppose that we could
defend the city of San Francisco, and protect our navy-
yard and mint, it would undoubtedly be in the power of
the public enemy to blockade the whole coast, and cut
off the transmission of gold from the Pacific to rtie At¬
lantic. A good deal has been said, in the debates which
we have had during the session on our foreign relations,
about oar having Great Britain under bonds to keep the
peace by means of our cotton bales; but I would ask hon¬
orable senators to look at our own condition. Are there
not bonds for good behavior resting u|»on us, and that,
too, of a pretty Mtiosi character I What if your Monroe
doctrine should involve as in a war with Great Britain,
and she should, by a blockade of the coast, interrupt the
communication between California and the isthmus, how
should we get our regular supply of gold ? or if we should
escape that difficulty, and be able to land the precious
metal on the iHthmus, bow could we get it forward to
New York ? Honorable senators have expressed a great
deal of alarm in regard to wbst Great Britain has done
and may do at the Hay islands, but, in my judgment, it is
a question of little importance. With her ascendency on

the ocean, she could, whether she does or does not
hold those islands, cut off all intercourse between
the Pacific and Atlantic coasts, by stationing a su¬

perior force on this or the other side, or on both ;
the fesillt will be the same, whether you have a route

by the isthmus, Nicarajtus, or Tehuantepec. Your
communications will be interrupted in the i vent of a

war with a superior naval powef, nod then what will be
the condition of the country, snd what will become ol
our national and commercial credit? The whole ol
our currency and all of our business engagements and
relations are being constituted on the basis of a regular
supply of at leant five millions of gold per month from
Califorira. Indeed, the supply is believed to be much
larger, as the gold sent on freight is understood to amount
lo Ave million', and it is known that a large amount
reaches New York and other im|>ortant points by the
hands of passengers What would become of your banks
if this supply should be snddenly cut off? They would,
every one of them, be blown into the air, and commer¬
cial credit would receive such a shock as has never been
witne^^ed in this country The very moment the war
broke out, our national finances would be thrown into
disorder and confusion, and the credit of the government
would sink with that of the commercial classes This
monthly supply of gold ha« got to be just as necessary to
us as the ootton hale* are to England A fleet of steamers
stationed at Jamaica would effectually arrest the trans,
mission of gold by the isthmus The mere apprehension
of danger would be enough. Suppooe you were to drive
(ireat Britain out of Roatan and the rest of the Ray
Islands. will that make your freights of gold safe?
VVould it do to provoke her to a contest by exploding in
her fare a half dozen pieces of ordnsnce well charged
with the " Monroe doctrine ?" Something was said here
on a former occasion about the Gulf of Mexico being a

"rrvire (/avium".an American sea It i« a curious sort
of "closed see," with (treat Britain in possession of Ja-
maiea and other inland* on one aide of it.

( maintain that an effectual interruption of thi« aupply
of gold, even for a few month*, would he almoat fatal to

currency and credit The lime ia near at hand when
California will aend u« 010,000.000 per month, and |>er-
h*pa even more anil the loaa of thi* aupply, even for
threa month*, would he moat aenoualy felt The gov
ernment woold be crippled at the very outaet of any war

in which we might he involved, and incapacitated in aome
degree for aacritice* ami efforta auch a* onr national honor
and intereata might require We ahould he oblige-l to
have the gold any how. and thi* could only he dona hy
the inland route. Yoa would beohlige<l to organize ,*ra

van* for ita to»naitn*«ioB. which you would hare to pro
tect by detachmenta from the army An eac.ort of at leaat
five hundred men would be required to each cjrmtl, a*

fifteen or twenty milliona in gold would hold oat te »pta
tiona which might lea<l to combination* and airgree'tona ot
a dan : -rot!* character And then only think of auch a car-

avan "dragging ita alow length along," over mountain*

and deter ta, and reaching the city of New York in about
nix month* In the mean time, and at the very outaet

ol the war, all your bunk* will have been exploded.
> >nr merchanta banktnptej, commercial credit hro-
kea down, and alarm and diatruat apread through all
department* of buainea* and all the ramification* of
.ociaty. Probably your government wonld be placed
in "uch a aituation that it could not borrow a dollar
Hut, whether thi* would be ao or not, it certain
that the interruption of the aupply at the outaet of a

war, even for three montha, would occaaion di«a*ter and
lo**e* to the government and people more than equal to
the whole coat ol thi* road. The regular tranamiaainn
of thi* gold t« juat aa neceaaary for the national aatety
and defence na a food aupply of powder and ball ; anil
yet honorable arnatora tell ua we nave no right to con
.tract thi« road One aenator haa a atitch in hia con-
acience on the score of ronatitutionality Hedenieaonr
power to a<lopt this meaaure, and inaiata it ia violative
id the conatitution Another aenator haa a atitch on the
acorre of e ipedienry, or rather he ia for the meaaure aa

highly wia* and proper, hnt not now.only adjourn it
over to the next <ongre*a, and let ua have the aurveya
»h :he aurveya' let ua have the aurveya' But no
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the hour, in my juii^ment. for taking the initiative in
reject to ilus great eiiierini»e, and I ask it in the name
of pie| a ration for war which may come, for which we
should be prepaied 1 a»k it aa a measure having an

important healing on credit and cuiit-ncy, and as indis¬
pensable to both iu case of a war with a »u|ierior naval

Eower; and I ask it that we may lie well prepared on
Oth coasts to repel aggi ension, and to assert the rights
and maintain the honor and the dignity of the American
people.
Hut it must not be inferred from these remarks that 1

view war with approbation, I can hardly conceive of a
war short of one strictly defensive, which I should look
upon with complacency. 1 think men die fast enoughanyhow. There is no necessity of calling into requisi¬tion gunpowder to hasten them into eternity. 1 am for
peace, and for cultivating the a>ts of peace. I am for
constructing tin* railroad in order that we may bava
peace. I verily believe that the consummation of this
vast enterprise would do more to cause us to be respected,
nay, to be feared by the nations of the earth, than the
erection of twenty fortresses, or the construction of fortyibipt«of-tbe-line.

'1 here is another consideration to which 1 would re¬
fer, and which, 1 doubt not, will be properly appreciatedby the Senate. The construction of this road ia indispen¬
sable to the consolidation of our Union, and to bind the
two t-ides ol the continent together by the strong ties
of mutual dependence and reciprocal interests. With¬
out the means of prompt and easy communication, it
would lie better not to have a country on the other aide
of the Rocky mountains. The exisliutc aU«e of things ia
utterly objectionable I wan in the first instance strongly
opposed to the acquisition of California ; but as she has
been admitted into the family circle, and now constitutes
one of the bughlest stars of our national galaxy, I am for
holding on to tier. I have no idea that her people are or
will he dioloyal to our Union, but 1 wish to establish
more intimate relations between her and her sister
Stales.lboie of immediate vicinage.and that a railroad
will do When this is done, no centrifugal force can
throw her out of her orbit, but she will ihaintain her
proper place in our system, and will revolve around the
common centre to the end of till time. Besides, how is
t<ns general government to exercise its functions in Cali¬
fornia without this railroad, whether in war or peace?
Mupitoee there is an incursion ot savages upon the people
of some pad of that State, and it becomes necessary tore-
pel them Suppose the officers of the army or Indian
agent* need instructions from the Executive at Washing-
ion, how are they to obtain them ? Why, it requires two
-ea voyages to **1 the information to Washington, and
two more to <;et Hie instructions back, taking up, 1 sup¬
pose, tiom two to three months.
Again: suppose there is an insurrection in California,

or a sudden attack by some foreign foe, would there not
tie a necessity for mean* of immediate communication
with the general governmentSuppose some doubi
should ant at San Francisco in respect to the constiuc-
lion of your revenue laws. A cargo of goods arrives,
and the collector is of the opinion it should pay one late
of duty, and the owner insists on a lower rate, and lh«
collector desires the instructions of the Secretary of tiie
Treasury on the .abject, would not the delay of two voy¬
ages by sea to reach Washington, and two to get back. Be
intolerable ? Would it not be ruinous to all concerned .'
How are your post office laws to be administered in Cali¬
fornia / How are you to administer this government
there at all, without this railroad? If the collector of
San Francisco should die, bow long must busineaa be in¬
terrupted before his place can be tilled I If a judge should
die, how long must the court be closed and justice de¬
layed I Nothing can be more embarrassing than the dis¬
pensation of patronage in California on account of the
distance. It is almost impossible to get reliable informa¬
tion, and this the present administration have experi-
enced to their sorrow. If the distinguished gentleman
who is coming here soon to stand at the head of thegov-
eminent does not encounter similar difficulties, I shall be
greatly disappointed. 1 maintain that such a state of
thing* is intolerable, and I think we should not occupy
ourselves with any miserable controversy about the Bay
Island or Tehuanteper, but should at once take hold ana
construct tins railroad as a sovereign remedy for all the
evils here ad veiled to. 1 want uo railroad over foreign
countries, unless it tie for temporary purposes. 1 am for
an American railroad, to be constructed on American
soil, by the enterprise and capital of the American people.

Sir, 1 have ocaupied more of the tuna of the Senate
than I intended, but have abbreviated my remark* as
much as possible. 1 have given a mere outline of ideae,
s ttne of winch may not have occurred to honorable sen¬
ators. I now leave the subject in the hands of the Sen-
ate. I hope we shall have a vote on it speedily. 1 hopethe bill will pass the isenate, even if it does not pass toe
House. Should it fall to become a law at this session, I

'hope the subject will be resumed at the next, at the
earliest practicable day. 1 have two years more, if my
life is spared, to remain a member of this body, and if this
measure is not now consummated, I will consecrate what¬
ever energies 1 may have, and whatever ability I can

command, to its prosecution at the next Congress.
I have also to say to the honorable senator from
Texas, [Mr. Husk,] who has so intelligently, patrioti¬
cally, and ably advocated this bill, that I will then
'land by hun and go with him, hand lo hand and
shoulder to shoulder, in efforts lo carry through the Sen-
ale the proper legislation on this subject. I demand the
construction of this railroad as a great American meae-
ure.as one which is called for by many weighty con¬
siderations.as necessary to enable this government to
exercise its proper functions in time of peace, and india-
pensable to boih sides of the continent in time of war,
and as adapted in a Ingli degree to promote the slabil-
ity of our glorious Union and the prosperity of the
whole people.

II) J. C. MeUUIKK, AncUoMfr.

nXTENSIVK SALE OK BUPEBIQR OOLD AND SILVER
LJ Watches, vest and fob chain* .On Monday afternoon, March
7th, at 4 .'clock, at my auction rooms, 1 aliall aell, without re

serve, to cover advance*
10 auperior gold hunting; rase watcbaa
8 do Rugliah lever do
19 fold Lepine watches
24 do anchor do
1* silver Kngltah lever watches
12 do huntirif do
10 do anchor do
6 do Lepine do

9*6 dwt gold fob and vest chain*
Terms, cash on delivery. JAB. C. McOUIRE,

Feb 27.d Amttonear.

MOUilC AMI CIARDKW.. Will be rented for a term of year*
a largw and comfortable house, with a« many acre# of Arat-rato

11nd a* may be wanted for a cardan, In a location not eicelled by
any in the country, and within two miles of the Centre Market.

Inquire of Wm Htickney, esq., No. 7 Fowler's Buildings.
filH 4HW

\b \\ YOliK HPB«W STYLK HATH. Beebe'a spring
style gentleman's dree* hat* A further and large aupply tMa

day received at
BTBVE.VB'B

Feb27.7tif Halea room, Brown'a Hotel,

||X. .1. it. until*. KKMIM, M., near Paaas/li.la
\) avenue. OlBec, Morfltt'i building, atreet.

rab 27-diW

A UKJHK A RLE COUNTRY HitAT KOI* MALK.

THE BRATTTirt?LLY»LOCATED COUNTRY KEAT Of THE
lata Paul Kinchy. with all the improvement* hereon, roaawl

ing in pan of a substantial stone dwelling, a brick carriage houa«

and ata»|et bam, tic., la now offered at private "ale.

Thia place offer* particular inducement# to peruana destroo* of In

eating in th* vlonltv of Wa*hingi«»n. Lying beyrmd, yet ii»m»

diately adjacent to, the rorporanoi. lim.ts, within rtrteen inmate*'
walk of in« President*a h«mee, >1 »¦ well auited for a city raaitfence,
and ip exempt f»»m ity taxation. The poattlon it ocenpiea haa the
advan r tge »»f being convertible Into three »ep«reta and durable

... r enn faring lha CI V

The dwelling i- moat beautifully aituated on a rise of ground front¬
ing the northern eitrcmity of Twentieth atreet. It atforda a splen

Potomar snd,in tlie distance, the
spirea and "hipping of Aleiaudria. A maje-tic oak stand* beside
the holier, it* branches overshadowing an area of more than fcmr
tl>ou«and square feci, landing a charm to the place In summer no

other residence in the vicinity poaseaaes.
There i* an abundance of exoallent water near the dwelling.
For further parU'iilars inquire on the premises of
Feb *7 «o«ltt MAG hi,. KINCHY.

,»» \t III |. aPltnt. WALTER HARP KB *
D OO., Pennsylvania avenue, between 2th and 10th streets, will
open this day th''ir first s apply of spring goods, comprising a beauti
ful and seie< i aaeortment of rich brocade, plain and atrtped atlka,
inou«selines, lawna, barege, rob .«, and beautiful shawls ; also em

broideries of every dnption in lace and muslin; rich Ifoniton,
Limerick, point a,id Mechlin lace.

Also, a beautiful a*>«ortmem of the latest Paris style mantillas In
.ilk and lara, together with a complete aupply of French parasols ;
to all of which they would respectfully call the attention of their
friend* and purchnaer* generally.

? ab24 ~3t«>-i

M HT IM HI.MIKP

For tnU hy Fanfk Taylor and Taylor \ Maury.

riRTRMTM of Emln.nl Aaiancan. now ll»inf, with hiographi
raJ and hiatorical »am<tfn o. lh«if "»'. .n'1 ardoaa i »f Jofcn

LiTtncnoii, of th. Vnrk b#r, iwofeliw*
Prirn, ptmn rlolh, ^ 1 Cloth full fill, Is-
Mar 1.4l(M*

NKW >n4 lm|M>ii<»l work..* Whil In Ote«rm
in Mi-<ti<-«l Otm. "l ih» h"i «n'l «f>»r ilx»th."

puhli.h.d Iinil.r aiiihnmv of lh» London M.dical floriaty of Ok-
..rvaiion PriM oaa dollar.

ro. .al.br TAVLOft k MAURY,
M.diral Boolwllw, mat >»h WMI.

All mxdxral booka .oppli.4 at tha pnhliahara' iowaat nortkarn
prtc »a.
Mar I
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